


The particular arrangement of actions, 
events, and situations in a narrative.  Plot 
is not merely the sequence of events in 
the story, but the artistic pattern formed 
by its parts including: 
• Exposition 
• Complication 
• Climax 
• Denouement 



The opening portion of a narrative or 
drama.  The scene is set, the protagonist 
is introduced, and the author gives 
background information necessary to 
allow readers to understand and relate to 
the events that are to follow. 



The introduction of a significant 
development in the central conflict 
between characters (or between the 
character and the circumstance). 

Complications initiate the rising action. 
They can be external or internal. 



The moment of greatest intensity in a 
story or drama, which almost always 
occurs toward the end of the work. 

A final confrontation, a revelation, change 
of heart. 



French for “untying” 
Denouement signifies the resolution or 

conclusion of the literary work. 
Not just “The End.” 



From the Greek word meaning “first 
actor” or “first combatant.” 

A protagonist is the central character in a 
literary work. 

 Initiates the main action of the story, often 
in conflict with the Antagonist. 



The thing that opposes the protagonist in  
anarrative or drama.   

Can be another character, society itself, a 
force of nature, or even a conflicting 
impulse within the protagonist. 

The conflict between these forces drives 
the plot. 



The central struggle between two or 
more forces in a literary work.   

Generally occurs when some person or 
thing prevents the protagonist from 
achieving his or her intended goal. 

Another character, external events, 
preexisting situations, fate, or even some 
aspect of the character’s personality. 



The technique of arranging events and 
information in such a way that future 
events are prepared for, or “shadowed” 
beforehand. 

Words, images, or actions that suggest 
significant later events. 

Helps prevent the outcome from seeming 
haphazard. 
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